Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.063; wR factor = 0.154; data-to-parameter ratio = 24.8.
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Comment
Oxyfunctionalization of organic unsaturated molecules are efficiently performed by an oxygen atom. It has been reported that the main reactions of singlet oxygen are cycloaddition and ene-reaction (Frimer, 1985a,b; Patai 1983; Wasserman & Murray, 1979) . We have successively used isotetralin (1,4,5,8-tetrahydronaphthalene) for a short and stereocontrolled synthesis of a new class of bis-endoperoxide (Kishali et al., 2006a) and the interesting chlorination product, (2S*,3S*,4S*)-3,4-dichloro-1,2,3,4,5,8-hexahydro naphthalen-2-yl acetate (Kishali et al., 2006b) , cf. Fig. 3) . A multistep procedure for the preparation of a new family of annulated inositols from tetrahydronaphthalene has been developed (Metha & Ramesh, 2003 , 2005 Metha et al., 2003) . Vicinal halohydrins are versatile building blocks and key intermediates for the synthesis of many bioactive molecules (Ros et al., 2006) .
We aimed to synthesize the polyhydroxyhalohidrins from (2S*, 3S*, 4S*)-3, 4-dichloro-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8-hexahydronaphthalen-2-yl acetate with KMnO 4 , but reaction of (2S*, 3S*, 4S*)-3, 4-dichloro-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8-hexahydronaphthalen-2-yl acetate with KMnO 4 gave a very interesting and unexpected product (I) including an aromatic ring.
Potassium permanganate, a very oxidizing agent can be used to oxidize alkenes to diols (March & Smith, 2001 ). Limiting the reaction to hydroxylation alone is often difficult, and it is usually attempted by using a cold, diluted and basic KMnO 4 solution. Potassium permanganate, when supported on alumina and used in acetone, reacts very differently than potassium permanganate in aqueous solution. The synthesis of benzene derivatives from 1,4-cyclohexadienes by using KMnO 4 -Al 2 O 3 is already known in the literature (McBride et al., 1999) . (2S*, 3S*, 4S*)-3, 4-dichloro-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8-hexahydronaphthalen-2-yl acetate was synthesized as described in the literature (Kishali et al., 2006b) . We expected the formation of a diol from reaction of (2S*, 3S*, 4S*)-3, 4-dichloro-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8-hexahydronaphthalen-2-yl acetate with KMnO 4 , but instead the formation of (I) was detected.
The bicyclic skeleton contains a cyclohexene and a benzene ring sharing a common C?C bond [C1-C6=1.400 (3) Å] (Fig. 1) . The Cl atoms are trans-positioned. C10-Cl1 and C9-Cl2 bond lengths are 1.827 (3) and 1.802 (3) Å, respectively.
The three stereogenic centres C2, C3, and C4 are of the same configuration; during crystallization the racemization occurred.
All these values are comparable with our previous structure (C 12 H 14 O 2 Cl 2 ) (Kishali et al., 2006b) , in which, only the difference, hexadien moiety exists instead of benzene in the carbocyclic ring. Crystal packing is dominated by van der Waals contacts.
Experimental 3,4-Dichloro-1, 2, 3, 4-tetrahydro-naphtahalen-2-yl acetate was prepared as follows. To a magnetically stirred acetone solution (25 ml of (2S*, 3S*, 4S*)-3, 4-dichloro-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8-hexahydronaphthalen-2-yl acetate (260 mg, 1 mmol) was added a solution of KMnO 4 (158 mg, 1 mmol) and MgSO 4 (144 mg, 1.2 mmol) in water (20 ml) at 253 K during 5 h. After the addition was completed, the reaction mixture was stirred for an additional 15 h at the given temperature and then filtered. The supplementary materials sup-2 filtrate was concentrated to 20 ml by evaporation. The aqueous solution was extracted with ethyl acetate (3x30 ml) and the extract were dried (Na 2 SO 4 ). Evaporation of the solvent gave racemic mixture of compound I. It was separated by column chromatography, eluting with ethylacetate/hexanes (120 mg, 42%, colourless solid). Colourless solid from CH 2 Cl 2 /hexane. m. p: 348-349 K. 4.74 (t, J = 2.9, 1H-C (3) ), 3.2 (m, 2H-C (1) ), 2.14 (s, 3H-C (Ac) ).
13
C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl 3 , p.p.m.): 170.4, 132.9, 131.7, 130.9, 129.5, 129.3, 127.6, 67.3, 61.3, 60.1, 30.2, 30.0, 21.3 . calcd C 55.62, H 4.67; found C 55.87, H 4.89.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions (C-H=0.93-0.98 Å) and treated as riding, with U iso (H)=1.2U eq (C)(for methine and methylene) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of I with the atom-numbering scheme. The displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å
